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1. CILJ PREDMETA  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Aim of the Course 
 

Osim uvoda u etičku problematiku, odnosno modele etičkog razmišljanja koji proističu iz 
najvažnijih etičkih teorija, cilj predmeta je stjecajnje spoznaja o ključnim savremenim političkim 
debatama koje oblikuju savremenu političku zajednicu. S tim u vezi, studenti će biti upućeni na 
aktualne diskusije o ključnim aspektima i vrijednostima ethosa demokratskog društva, te 
temeljnim principima savremenog etičko-političkog diskursa i pozicioniranja etike u 
svakodnevnom političkom životu zajednice. U drugom dijelu predmet će studentima omogućiti 
uvid u ključne etičke probleme u oblasti međunarodnih odnosa. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Besides the introduction in basic ethical issues, that is in the models of moral reasoning 
springing out of the motst importatn ethical theories, the goal of the course is to enable students 
to acquire basic knowledge on the key contemporary political debates that shape modern 
political community. Students will be referred to contemporary discussions on the key aspects 
and values of the ethos of democratic society, as well as to the fundamental principles of 
contemporary ethico-political discourse and the role of ethics in everyday political life of 
community. Specific dimension of the key ethical problems in the field of international relations 
will be included. 

1.1. Predmeti koji su 
preduslov za polaganje  

- 

1.2. Osnovne tematske 
jedinice 
 
 
 
 
Basic units 

1. Šta je etika? 
2. Moralni maksimalizam – ključne etičke normativne teorije; 
3. Moralni minimalizam i moralni temelji politike; 
4.Etika društvene pravde; 
5. Etički aspekti vanjske politike; 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
1. What is Ethics? 
2. Moral Maximalism: The Key Ethical Normative Theories; 
3. Moral Minimalism and Moral Foundations of Politics; 
4. Ethics of Social Justice; 
5. The Ethical Context of Foreign Policy; 

1.3. Rezultati učenja  
 
 
 
 
 

Expected Results: 
 

- Ovladavanje ključnim obrascima moralnog prosuđivanja i pojmovima demokratskog 
ethosa političke zajednice; 
- Ovladavanje ključnim kritičkim uvidima u razvoj partikularne i univerzalne političke 
zajednice; 
- Stjecanje navike kritičkog propitivanja dominantnih unutrašnje i vanjskopolitičkih praksi ; 
________________________________________________________________________  
- Acquiring proficiency in basic principles of moral reasoning and in key terms of 

democratic ethos of political community; 
- Acquiring proficiency in key critical insights into the development of particular and 

universal political community; 
- Acquiring an attitude of critical questioning of the dominant political practices, both 

internal and external; 

2. NAČIN ORGANIZACIJE NASTAVE 
ORGANIZATION OF LECTURES 

Opis aktivnosti / Activities description  (%) 

2.1. Način izvođenja nastave 1. predavanja / lectures 
2. vježbe / seminars 
3. diskusije / discussion 
 

1. 70% 
2. 20% 
3. 10% 



 
 

Učešće u ocjeni (%) 

2.2. Sistem ocjenjivanja 
 
 

Grading: 

 
1. Midterm –Research essay; 
2. Discussion 
3. Final Exam 

1. 40% 
2. 10% 
3. 50% 
Minimum requirements for Final exam: 
40% 

3. LITERATURA / LITERATURE 
  

Mandatory 
1. Michael J. Sandel, Justice (Penguin Books: 2009); selected chapters; PDF 
2. Gordon Graham, Ethics and International Relations (Blackwell Publishing, 2008); 

selected chapters; 
3. Cecilia Albin, Justice and Fairness in International Negotiation (Cambridge University 

Press, 2001); selected chapters; 
4. The Ethics of Foreign Policy, David B. MacDonald, Robert G. Patman, and Betty 

Mason-Parker eds. (Ashgate, 2007); selected chapters; PDF 
5. Charles Taylor, Modern Social Imaginaries (Duke University Press, 2004); selected 

chapters; PDF 
6. Richard Norman, Ethics, Killing, War (Cambridge University Press, 1999); selected 

chapters; PDF 
7. E. R. Klein, People First! (University Press of America 2003); selected chapters; 
8. David Bruce Ingram and Jennifer A. Parks, Understanding Ethics (Penguin Group, 

2002); selected chapters; 
Auxiliary  

9. Mark D. Gismondi, Ethics, Liberalism and Realism in International Relations 
(Routledge, 2008); 

10. Rethinking Ethical Foreign Policy, D. Chandler and V. Heins eds. (Routledge, 2007); 

 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Week 
No. 

Date 
and 
time 

Unit and content Seminar topics and remarks 

1 Oct. 6 
14-16 

I. What is ethics? 
1. Definition, ethnical dilemmas, values, 

giving reasons; 

1. Review of theories and 
arguments: 

The Wrongness of killing: killing 
and letting die, killing in 
self/defence, killing the innocent?; 

2 Oct. 
13 

2. Ethics – personal or divine? The Divine 
Rights Theory, Egoism, Ethical 
Relativism; 

Animal Rights 

3 Oct. 
20 

II. Moral Maximalism: 
1. Virtue Ethics and Natural Law Doctrine: 

virtues and vices; integrity; happiness; 
'natural' and 'unnatural' acts; Aristotle, 
St. Aquinas, J. Locke – natural rights; 
Critiques: homosexuality, non-
procreative sex, abortion; 

Globalization, Environment and 
International Relations 
 

4 Oct. 
27 

2. Deontological Moral Theory, 
Utilitarianism: I. Kant, Duty, Categorical 
imperative, Autonomy, Retributivism, J. 
Bentham, J.S. Mill, Calculus, the quality 
of pleasure; Critiques; 

Human Rights, National Borders and 
International Justice 

5 Nov. III. Moral Minimalism and Moral 
foundations of Politics: 

2. Case studies: 
Negotiating global economy: 



3 1. The Social Contract Theory: ‘deal 
theory’, T. Hobbes – coming out of the 
‘State of Nature’, ‘Prisoner’s Dilemma, 
J.J. Rousseau, J. Rawls; 

- 'Sweat-shops' and 'logos'; 
- Free trade and national 

sovereignty: Argentina, Canada 
etc. 

6 Nov. 
10 

3. Moral Order of Modern Politics: C. 
Taylor, Liberal-democratic 'Social 
Imaginary'; 

Negotiating environment: 
- Global warming and climate 

changes; 
- Deforestation and 

desertification; 

- Water and food deprivation; 
7 Nov. 

17 

IV. Ethics of Social Justice 
1. What is Social Justice? – key problems: 

'Bad Luck', Discrimination; 

(Mis-)Managing the conflicts: 
- Ukraine  
- 'Occupy' movement; 
- Arab Spring 

8 Nov. 
24 

2. Economic Justice: Capitalism and its 
vices, Neoliberalism, Socialism, Morality 
of markets; 

 

9 Dec. 
1 

3. Political Justice: Civil disobedience, 
Political representation and its limits; R. 
Rorty – Justice as larger loyality; 

 

10 Dec. 
8 

4. The Immigration and 'Rightlessness': 
Liberalism vs. Communitarianism 
debate, Cultural identity, H. Arendt and 
problem of 'rightlessness', Perspectives 
of cosmopolitanism; 

 

11 Dec. 
15 

5. Affirmative Action and Multiculturalism: 
racial and ethnic social groupings, 
essentialist multiculturalism; issues of 
gender justice: sexual harrasment, equal 
pay, pornography; Reverse 
discrimination and its limits; 

 

12 Dec. 
22 

V. The Ethical Context of Foreign 
Policy 

1. Introduction: The 'State of Nature' in 
international relations?, Realism, 
National Interest and morality; The 
ethics of foreign policy; 

 

13 Dec. 
29 

2. War and Peace: Is there a just war?, 
Pacifism, Moral aspects of humanitarian 
intervention; War on Terror 

MIDTERM: ESSAYS DUE! 

14  Jan. 
5, 
2015 

3. International Negotiation: Some criteria 
for just and fair agreement, Justice as 
the balanced settlement of conflicting 
claims; 

 

15 Jan. 
12 

4. Analytical framework of negotiation 
process: process and procedures, the 
outcome and post-agreement phase; 

 

16 Jan. 
19 
Feb. 
16 

FINAL EXAM 
 
 
CORRECTIONAL EXAM 

 Exams' dates are valid unless 
otherwise noted by Faculty 
administration. 

 
 


